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Dear Editor,
Each day millions of people worldwide use the search engine
Google to look for online health-related information. Googleﬁght is
a website that allows users to compare the number of search
results returned by Google for two competing queries.1 The results
are displayed graphically: two animated ﬁgures ﬁght on screen
after the search terms are entered, and then a bar graph appears
showing the results.
People often use Googleﬁght for entertainment or as a measure
of competitiveness, sometimes with interesting results. For
instance, one may discover that Marylin Monroe gets the better
of Marylin Manson, God of devil, and Obama of Osama (Bin Laden)
[searches conducted on 23th September 2013].
Using Googleﬁght, we aimed to compare the number of search
results returned by Google for the terms related to ‘‘seizure/
epilepsy’’ and ‘‘syncope’’, both of which are paroxysmal disorders
that may enter in differential diagnosis. However, although
syncope (with a lifetime cumulative incidence of 30–40% of the
general population2) is extraordinarily common, a seizure occurs
much more rarely (estimated cumulative lifetime incidence of 4%
in general population3,4). Consequently, epilepsy (deﬁned as the
occurrence of at least two unprovoked seizures) is much less
common as syncope (age-adjusted incidence of epilepsy of 44 per
100,000 person-years3).
To evaluate how often people search the engine Google to look
for online information related to epilepsy and syncope, we entered
the set of key-words ‘‘seizure’’, ‘‘syncope’’, ‘‘faint’’, and ‘‘fainting’’ at
the ‘‘Googleﬁght’’ main page (available at: http://www.google-
ﬁght.com/, accessed 23.09.13).
Overall considered, we found that the terms, which got the
biggest number of results on Google were those related to syncope
(syncope 423,000; fainting 754,000; faint 4,830,000; total number
of searches related to syncope: 6,007,000). This ﬁnding is in
accordance with the high incidence of syncope in the general
population. However, the total number of searches related to
syncope (6,007,000) only slightly exceeded that related to epilepsy
(epilepsy: 2,720,000; seizure 3,140,000; total number of searches
related to epilepsy/seizure: 5,860,000). Considering that seizure
and epilepsy are much rarer events than syncope, the number of
searches related to epileptic events is surprisingly high, and it
suggests that Internet searches mirror patients’ fears and worries1059-1311/$ – see front matter  2013 British Epilepsy Association. Published by Else
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.seizure.2013.09.015about seizures (and epilepsy), which are perceived as events with a
higher seriousness than syncope.
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